ROLAND MEYNET, Treatise on Biblical Rbetoric

The fruit of a long history dating back at least more than three hundred years and, on
the part of its author, of some fifty years of research and analysis of texts of both the Old and
New Testaments, this work sets out to present systematically and in depth the principles of
biblical rhetoric.

Belonging to the cultural area of the Semitic world, biblical rhetoric differs from Gre-
co-Latin rhetoric, of which the modern West is the direct heir. However, it applies not only to
texts written in Hebrew or Aramaic, but also to the Greek books of the Old and New Testa-
ments. Knowledge of the laws of this specific rhetoric is essential for a better understanding of
the biblical writings.

The Treatise is divided into three parts: Composition, Context and Interpretation.
The first part sets out the relationships between all the linguistic elements used to construct
texts, followed by the successive levels of their organisation, afterwards the figures of composi-
tion and finally the rules of rewriting.

The part devoted to context looks first at intratext, and even more importantly at
intertextual relationships, before examining the function of the centre of concentric composi-
tions and proposing rules for rewriting synoptic texts.

The third part first shows the usefulness of biblical rhetoric for establishing the text, its
translation, its divisions and its punctuation. A presentation of the five hermeneutical rules for
interpreting texts based on their composition follows. Next comes the role of intertextuality,
which is often decisive in shedding light on these texts. The section concludes with a reflection
on the gift of interpretation.

The first chapter traces the “history” of the discovery of biblical rhetoric. It is indeed
indispensable to know the authors of the research and discoveries we have inherited.

This work is a grammar; it is accompanied by the book Exercises of Biblical Rhetorical,
which provides practical exercises for anyone who desires to learn the craft.

THE AuTHOR: Roland Meynet, a Jesuit, worked for many years in the
Middle East: fourteen years at Saint Joseph University of Beirut and six
at the Biblical Institute in Jerusalem. He then taught biblical theology
for thirty years at the Faculty of Theology of the Gregorian University in
Rome. A founding member of the International Society for the Study of
Biblical and Semitic Rhetoric, he is currently its President.
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