Roland Meynet, The Pralter: Book Four (Ps 90—106)

The composition of the fourth book is in no way inferior to that of the other four
books already analysed. Its three major sections, cach containing five psalms, are organised in
a concentric fashion; they are linked by two short sections which constitute the focal points of
the ellipse that the whole book draws.

The extreme sections are related. The first section (s 20-94) describes “the fate of
the children of Adam”, the last one (Ps 102-1060) “the fate of the children of [srael™. All are
subject to the law of human affliction. They are like the grass that flourishes in the morning
and withers and dries up in the evening; and sin accompanies frailty. As the refuge of humanity
from generation to generation, the Lord saves people by satisfying those who fear him for many
days and by assuring his faithfulness to the children of their children, from age w age. Despite
their repeated unfaithfulness, God does not grow weary of forgiving them.

The central section (I's 96—100) stands out from the rest of the book, which it over-
shadows. All peoples are called to come to Jerusalem to worship the King of the universe and
to bless him whao has saved the chosen people from among all the families of the carth. Carried
by the promise of the one God and by the hope of the one people, this invitation is situated on
the unattained, but always desired eschatological horizon.

The focal points of the ellipsis (Ps 95 and Ps 101) are the key to reading the book. The
first one focuses on a wish addressed to humans: “Today if you would only listen to his voice”™
(Ps 95:7). The sccond one poses a question to God: “When will you come to me?”™ (P's 101:2).
Therefore, the whole fourth book is caprured in this tension between God’s desire and human
desire, each gnlng to meet the other, in a “today” whaose fra.gl].ln places every human being
between the morning when the prass flourishes and the evening when it dries up, between the
time of the fathers, which the last section evokes at length, the time of sin and forgiveness, and
the time of salvation and of the end, which the central section contemplates.
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