
 

 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 
 
Introduction ................................................................................................. 7 
Acronyms and Abbreviations ...................................................................... 11 
Glossary of Technical Terms ...................................................................... 13 
 
 

WHY THE LORD REJECTED HIS PEOPLE 
   First Section: Ps 73–78 ......................................... 17 
 
I. Why do you reject us? 
 The First Sequence: Ps 73–77 ................................................................ 19 

 1. Psalm 73 ............................................................................................. 19 
 2. Psalm 74 ............................................................................................. 29 
 3. Psalm 75 ............................................................................................. 37 
 4. Psalm 76 ............................................................................................. 43 
 5. Psalm 77 ............................................................................................. 49 
 6. The Whole of the First Sequence (Ps 73–77) ..................................... 56 
 
II. Because your fathers did not keep the covenant with God 
 The Second Sequence: Psalm 78 ............................................................ 63 

 1. Introduction: Two opposing generations (78:1b–8) ........................... 63 
 2. The first subsequence (78:9–31) ........................................................ 67 
  A) The children of Ephraim forgot the wonders of God (78:9–16) .. 67 
  B) They defied God who was angry with Israel (78:17–31) ............. 70 
  C) The whole of the first subsequence (78:9–31) ............................. 74 
 3. They did not believe but God remembered them (78:32–39) ............ 77 
 4. The penultimate subsequence (78:40–66) .......................................... 79 
  A) Israel did not remember the salvation of God (78:40–55) ........... 79 
  B) They tempted the Most High who rejected Israel (78:56–66) ...... 82 
  C) The whole of the penultimate subsequence (78:40–66) ............... 84 
 5. Conclusion: Two opposite tribes (78:67–72) ..................................... 86 
 6. The whole of second sequence (Ps 78) .............................................. 88 
 
III. The Whole of the First Section (Ps 73–78) .......................................... 95 
 
 
  



268 The Psalter. Book Three (Ps 73–89) 
 

 

GOD WOULD INSTANTLY SUBDUE THEIR ENEMIES  
   Second Section: Ps 79–83 ..................................... 99 
 
I. How long will the nations insult us? 
 The First Sequence: Ps 79–80 ................................................................ 101 

 1. Psalm 79 ............................................................................................. 101 
 2. Psalm 80 ............................................................................................. 109 
 3. The Whole of the First Sequence (Ps 79–80) ..................................... 116 
 
II. If you would listen to me, I would instantly subdue your enemies 
 The Second Sequence: Psalm 81 ............................................................ 119 
 
III. The nations will know your name forever! 
 The Third Sequence: Ps 82–83 ............................................................... 125 

 1. Psalm 82 ............................................................................................. 125 
 2. Psalm 83 ............................................................................................. 131 
 3. The Whole of the Third Sequence (Ps 82–83) ................................... 138 
 
IV. The Whole of the Second Section (Ps 79–83) ...................................... 141 
 
 

WHY HAS THE LORD REJECTED HIS MESSIAH? 
   Third Section: Ps 84–89 ....................................... 151 
 
I. Why do you reject me? 
 The First Sequence: Ps 84–88 ................................................................ 153 

 1. Psalm 84 ............................................................................................. 153 
 2. Psalm 85 ............................................................................................. 161 
 3. Psalm 86 ............................................................................................. 175 
 4. Psalm 87 ............................................................................................. 183 
 5. Psalm 88 ............................................................................................. 189 
 6. The Whole of the First Sequence (Ps 84–88) ..................................... 197 
 
II. Because your children did not keep my covenant with David 
 The Second Sequence: Psalm 89 ............................................................ 201 

 1. The first subsequence (89:2–38) ........................................................ 201 
  A) The first passage (89:2–5) ............................................................ 201 
  B) The second passage (89:6–15) ..................................................... 203 
  C) The third passage (89:16–19) ....................................................... 206 
  D) The fourth passage (89:20–38) ..................................................... 207 
  E) The whole of the first subsequence (89:2-38) .............................. 212 
 



 Table of Contents 269 
 

 

 2. The second subsequence (89:39–52) .................................................. 217 
  A) The first passage (89:39–46) ........................................................ 217 
  B) The second passage (89:46–47) ................................................... 219 
  C) The third passage (89:48–52) ....................................................... 220 
  D) The whole of the second subsequence (89:39–52) ...................... 223 
 3. The whole of the second sequence (Ps 89) ........................................ 224 
 
III. The Whole of the Third Section (Ps 84–89) .......................................... 229 
 
 

THE WHOLE OF THE THIRD BOOK 
       Ps 73–89 ............................................ 233 
 
A. Composition ........................................................................................... 235 
 1. Some Figures ...................................................................................... 236 
 2. Relations between the Extreme Sections ........................................... 236 
 3. Relations between the Central Section and the Other Sections .......... 248 
 
B. Context ................................................................................................. 254 
 
C. Interpretation .......................................................................................... 255 
 
Conclusion ................................................................................................... 259 
Bibliography ................................................................................................ 261 
Index of Quoted Authors ............................................................................. 265 
 
 
 


