Roland Meynet, The Psalter: Book Three (Ps 73—-89)

The third book of the Psalter is considerably shorter than the first book and especially
than the fifth book. Nevertheless, its seventeen psalms form a composition which is not at all
inferior to that of the other two books.

The general tone of the book is extremely dark. There are only complaints,
supplications and anguished questions: “Why?”, “How long?” And the answers given to these
questions do not seem to console the unfortunate. If they are in distress and anguish, it is their
fault. They pay the price for their sins (Ps 78 & Ps 89). Having betrayed the covenant at the
time of the exodus, having repeated it at the time of the Davidic monarchy, they are now left to
the violence and oppression of their enemies. The voice of the Servant is heard crying out at the
centre of the first book: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Ps 22:2). However,
Ps 22 does not end in the grave. The psalmist is saved from the lion’s mouth and can say: “I will
recount your name to my brothers, and in the midst of the assembly I will praise you” (22:23)
and even: “all the families of the nations will bow down before you” (22:28).

Likewise, there are three psalms in the third book where praise resounds, each of
them is found in a strategic position. At the centre of the first sequence of the initial section
(Ps 75) with all his people the psalmist gives thanks seeing that the Lord is pronouncing
judgment on the arrogant and he rejoices that soon he will be able to cut off their horns. At the
centre of the central section (Ps 81), a fervent call to praise celebrating the exodus from Egypt
precedes a lengthy speech by God promising new liberation from the present enemies and their
conversion. Finally, at the centre of the first sequence of the final section, David in his misery
and lament confirms the conversion of the Gentiles: “All the nations which you have made will
come and will bow down to your face, O Lord, and will give glory to your name” (86:9). Like
the servant in Ps 22, the people and their king had to pass through death so that the light of
revelation could reach all the ends of the earth.

THE AUTHOR: Roland Meynet is Professor Emeritus of Biblical Theology
(Gregorian University — Rome). Among his publications are a commentary
on the Third Gospel, Luke: The Gospel of the Children of Israel (awarded
the Grand Prix de philosophie from the Académie frangaise in 2006), and
on the Second Gospel, Lévangile de Marc, the Treatise on Biblical Rheroric,
A New Introduction to the Synoptic Gospels, Called to Freedom, and The
Psalter: Book One (Ps 1-41) and Book Two (Ps 42/43—72). Secretary of the
International Society for the Study of Biblical and Semitic Rhetoric, and
editor of the series “Rhetorica biblica et semitica”.

PEETERS-LEUVEN

ISBN 978-90-429-4792-4

PONTIFICIA RBS

UNIVERSITA

w Retorica Biblica e Semitica Q7890421947924



